






Muck Bucket

In November, almost 100 people shared in 
the celebration at Seattle’s new downtown 
offices in the Watermark Tower, sampling 
regional fare, such as beer from the nearby 
family-owned Pike Brewery and cookies from 
the Seattle-based Cougar Mountain Baking 
Company. While the crowd mingled, they 
watched a slideshow of tunneling projects, 

noshed on appetizers, and sipped Pinot Noir 
from Schug—one of the wineries for which  
JA has designed wine caves.

On January 1, the Pasadena office welcomed 
the New Year with an open house celebration 
that coincided with the 120th Tournament 
of Roses Parade. About 60 guests and JA staff 

members enjoyed a champagne breakfast and 
great views of the brightly decorated floats as 
they made their way down the famous stretch 
of Colorado Boulevard. 

JA Pasadena’s new location is only a short stroll 
from the Old Town District, which is a feature 
of the parade route. More than 40 million 

people follow the parade on television, but we 
had a more up-close view of the festivities for 
our guests and their families to share.

If you were able to attend either of these events, 
we thank you for helping us celebrate the official 
opening of our new offices and for making each 
open house so memorable and enjoyable.

A photograph of the City of Portland’s East Side 
Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) project, taken 
by Jacobs Associates (JA) Engineering Geologist 
and Photographer Sue Bednarz, graced the cov-
er of the October issue of Trenchless Technology. 
The project, which had a record-breaking drive 
of just over 3,000 linear feet, was also named the 
New Installation Project of the Year.

In October, Principal Bill Edgerton attended 
the Dispute Resolution Board Foundation 
(DRBF) Annual Meeting and Conference in 
Washington, DC. The DRBF is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting the avoid-
ance and resolution of disputes worldwide 
using the proven Dispute Resolution Board 
(DRB) method. As part of the conference, Bill 
was asked to sit on a panel to discuss how DRB 
success could be enhanced. 

JA Senior Engineer Craig Camp attended the 
Western Regional No-Dig Conference & Exhi-
bition in Sacramento this past October. 

JA Associate Tim Hennings attended the Deep 
Foundations Institute (DFI) Annual Conference 
in New York City in October. 

In November, JA Associate Rick Smith presented 
an engineering case history of Sound Transit’s 
University Link Light Rail Extension to the Uni-
versity of Washington’s Geo-Institute Graduate 
Student Society (GIGSS). The seminar covered 
the decisions affecting the vertical and horizontal 
alignment of the tunnels, the location of cross 
passages, and tunneling methods to address the 
soft ground and complex groundwater condi-
tions. Also discussed were the field geotechni-
cal explorations, design of excavation support, 
seismic hazard evaluations, subsurface character-
ization, and preparation of geotechnical baseline 
reports contributing to the final design.

The December issue of Tunnel Business Magazine 
features an article written by Sue Bednarz, titled 

“Underground Construction and Inspection  
Photography.” The article provides readers with  
an insight into the challenges of taking photos  
in wet,  dark, muddy, confined places. It also  
describes how underground photography can 
benefit owners, designers and contractors, and it 
provides tips and techniques for improving your 
underground photography. In addition, one  
of Sue’s photographs of the Narragansett Bay 
Commission Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) 
project appears on the cover of this issue. 

JA Principal Carl LaFraugh and Senior Engi-
neer Mike Kowalski attended the Construction 
SuperConference in San Francisco in December. 

In January, JA was a gold sponsor at the Under-
ground Construction Association of the Society 
for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration’s 
(UCA of SME) George A. Fox Conference. 
The conference was attended by Dan Adams, 
Rafael Castro, and Bill Edgerton.

Congratulations is due to Renee Fippin, who 
earned her California Geotechnical Engineering 
(GE) license in January. 

Congratulations also to Murali Hariharan, 
Ryan McCarter, Brad Murray, Stephen 
Njoloma, Shawn Spreng, Tung Vu, and John 
Yao for earning their California Professional 
Engineer (PE) licenses in January.

At the Colorado School of Mines (CSM) annual 
Microtunneling/Pilot Tube Short Course in 
February, Glenn Boyce taught Shaft Construc-
tion. The CSM Short Course has established 
itself as the premier instructional venue for 
microtunneling worldwide. Now in it’s 16th 
year, the course has already trained more than 
1,600 students, ranging from contractors and 
engineers to owner agency representatives. The 
CSM’s Microtunneling Short Course is a three-
day, intensive course presented by a panel of 
international experts.

In October, JA added Sharry Colzani as Con-
struction Administration Assistant on the New 
Crystal Springs Bypass Tunnel Project.  

Eric Evans and William Hawk both joined the 
Heartland Corridor Project team as inspectors 
in November. William has more than 20 years 
of experience as an inspector, and Eric has more 
than 15 years of experience in the tunnel industry.

This December, Julie McCullough joined our 
San Francisco office as a Technical Editor. She 
previously worked for Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory and has more than 15 years of editorial 
experience. Prior to that, she was a litigation para-
legal with Morrison and Foerster in San Francisco. 
Julie attended graduate school at the University of 
Texas at Austin and holds a BA in English Litera-
ture from the University of New Orleans.

Staff Engineer Cory Van Fosson fortified JA’s 
Design Group in Portland in January. Cory 
brings two years of experience as a Field Engi-
neer on the East Side CSO Tunnel Project in 
Portland and holds a BS in Civil Engineering 
from the University of Nebraska.

In January, JA’s Seattle office brought Steve 
Guarente on board as a Staff Engineer. Steve 
holds a BS in Civil Engineering from Went-
worth Institute of Technology and is expected 
to receive his MS in Geotechnical Engineering 
from the University of Washington this year. 

JA welcomes Danny Van Roosendaal, PE, as a 
Senior Engineer to our Boston office. Dan has 
20 years of experience as a geotechnical engi-
neer specializing in design of soft ground and 
rock tunnels, rock and soil slope stabilization, 
open-cut excavations, and blasting for creation 
of underground space. Danny holds an MS in 
Geology from Michigan Tech and an MS in Civil 
(Geotechnical) Engineering from the University 
of Illinois.

Eric Westergren joined our Boston office as a 
Regional Business Development and Marketing 
Manager for the East Coast in February. Eric 
has 18 years of construction experience includ-
ing 11 years working with contractors on heavy 
civil projects totaling $720 million in contract 
value. He holds a BS in Civil Engineering from 
Purdue University.

Jacobs Associates employees and special 
guests gathered around the world 
to celebrate a year of hard work and 
achievement.

The Jacobs Associates clan lend their support to the Black and White Knight at Mediaeval Times on New 
Year’s Eve in Atlanta. Starting from the right, Dwayne Easterling, Donovan Chandler, Laura DePooter, Denver 
Chandler and family. Hiding in the shadows are Richard Davis and Phil Chandler and their families.

San Francisco employees enjoyed an elegant party at one of the finest hotels in the city, the Fairmont Hotel. 
The excellent food, dancing, and venue made for a memorable evening.

Steve Dubnewych and Tung Vu pose with their wives 
at the Southern California holiday party

JA Melbourne office celebrated aboard a cruising 
restaurant on the Yarra River. Left to right: Karl and 
Jane Assi, Norm Joyal, Shannon Goff, Mark Trim, and 
Shannon’s guest, Brendan.

Glenn Strid and Rick Smith enjoy JA’s  
Pacific Northwest holiday party.

Open Houses Celebrate Seattle & Pasadena Expansions
To keep pace with company growth and to serve our clients from more convenient loca-
tions, last year JA’s Seattle and Pasadena staff relocated to larger offices. Each celebrated 
their move with clients and teaming partners in its own style: Seattle with an evening 
cocktail party, and Pasadena with a Rose Parade brunch.
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